Fatal overwhelming postsplenectomy infection caused by Streptococcus pneumoniae in mothers within 1 year after delivery: case report.
Invasive pneumococcal disease (IPD) has a high mortality. Although preventive strategies including vaccination have been established for children, less attention has been devoted to pregnant and postnatal women and to mothers caring for their infants. As a significant number of women have either undergone splenectomy or are in a hyposplenic state and have not received adequate pneumococcal vaccinations, they can potentially develop overwhelming postsplenectomy infections. A 34-year-old woman with an 8-month-old baby, who underwent splenectomy at the age of 10 for benign pancreatic tumor, presented with fever and petechial eruption. Despite extensive treatment, she died 17 h after admission. A 40-year-old woman with a 11-month-old baby, who underwent splenectomy at 2 years of age for hemolytic anemia, was admitted for septic shock and disseminated intravascular coagulation. Despite extensive treatment, she died 2 h after admission. Blood cultures from both women were positive for Streptococcus pneumoniae and neither of them had been vaccinated against the bacterium. IPD rapidly progressed and developed to multiple organ dysfunction syndromes in mothers caring for their infants, particularly those who had undergone splenectomy or were in a hyposplenic state. Thus, routine pneumococcal vaccination is recommended for pregnant women. In addition, we suggest a thorough medical interview and checkup for splenectomy or hyposplenism in prenatal women.